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A False and a True Knowledge of God

Speculative Theories

“Those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children
forever;” but “the secret things belong unto the Lord our God.” Deuter-
onomy 29:29. The revelation of Himself that God has given in His word
1s for our study. This we may seek to understand. But beyond this we are
not to penetrate. The highest intellect may tax itself until it is wearied out
in conjectures regarding the nature of God; but the effort will be fruit-
less. This problem has not been given us to solve. No human mind can
comprehend God. Let not finite man attempt to interpret Him. Let none
indulge in speculation regarding His nature. Here silence is eloquence.
The Omniscient One is above discussion.

Even the angels were not permitted to share the counsels between
the Father and the Son when the plan of salvation was laid. Those hu-
man beings who seek to intrude into the secrets of the Most High show
their ignorance of spiritual and eternal things. Far better might they,
while mercy’s voice is still heard, humble themselves in the dust and
plead with God to teach them His ways.

We are as ignorant of God as little children, but as little children we
may love and obey Him. Instead of speculating in regard to His nature
or His prerogatives, let us give heed to the word He has spoken: “Be still,
and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10.

“Canst thou by searching find out God?

Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?
It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do?
Deeper than hell; what canst thou know?

The measure thereof is longer than the earth,
And broader than the sea.”

Job 11:7-9.

“Where shall wisdom be found?

And where is the place of understanding?
Man knoweth not the price thereof;
Neither is it found in the land of the living.
The depth saith, It is not in me:
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And the sea saith, It is not with me.

It cannot be gotten for gold,

Neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof.
It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir,
With the precious onyx or the sapphire.

The gold and the crystal cannot equal it,

And the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold.
No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls:
For the price of wisdom is above rubies.

The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it,
Neither shall it be valued with pure gold.
Whence then cometh wisdom?

And where is the place of understanding? ...
Destruction and death say,

We have heard the fame thereof with our ears.
God understandeth the way thereof]

And He knoweth the place thereof.

For He looketh to the ends of the earth,

And seeth under the whole heaven....

When He made a decree for the rain,

And a way for the lightning of the thunder:
Then did He see it, and declare it;

He prepared it, yea, and searched it out.

And unto man He said,

Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom;
And to depart from evil is understanding.”

Job 28:12-28.

Neither by searching the recesses of the earth nor in vain endeavors
to penetrate the mysteries of God’s being is wisdom found. It is found,
rather, in humbly receiving the revelation that He has been pleased to
give, and in conforming the life to His will.

The Greatness of Our God

From the representations given by the Holy Spirit to His prophets,
let us learn the greatness of our God. The prophet Isaiah writes:

“In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up; and His train filled the temple. Above Him
stood the seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his
face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And
one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts: the



whole earth is full of His glory. And the foundations of the thresholds
shook at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

“Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for
mine eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts.*

Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live coal in his
hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: and he
touched my mouth with it, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin expiated.” Isaiah 6:1-7, A. R. V,,
margin.

“There 1s none like unto Thee, O Jehovah;

Thou art great,

And Thy name is great in might.

Who should not fear Thee, O King of the nations?”
Jeremiah 10:6, 7, A. R. V.

“O Jehovah, Thou hast searched me, and known me.
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising;
Thou understandest my thought afar off.

Thou searchest out my path and my lying down,
And art acquainted with all my ways.

For there 1s not a word in my tongue,

But, lo, O Jehovah, Thou knowest it altogether.
Thou hast beset me behind and before,

And laid Thy hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

It is high, I cannot attain unto it.”

Psalm 139:1-6, A. R. V.

“Great 1s our Lord, and of great power:
His understanding is infinite.”
Psalm 147:5.

“He revealeth the deep and secret things: He knoweth what is in the
darkness, and the light dwelleth with Him.” Daniel 2:22.

“Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the
world.” “Who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been His
counselor? or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed
unto him again? For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all
things: to whom be glory forever.” Acts 15:18; Romans 11:34-36.

EERNd3

“Unto the King eternal, incorruptible, invisible,” “who only hath

immortality, dwelling in light unapproachable; whom no man hath seen,

5



nor can see,”—to Him “be honor and power eternal.” 1 Timothy 1:17,
margin; 6:16, A. R. V.

“He stretcheth out the north over the empty place,
And hangeth the earth upon nothing

He bindeth up the waters in His thick clouds;

And the cloud is not rent under them....

He hath compassed the waters with bounds,

Until the day and night come to an end.”

Job 26:7-10.

“The pillars of heaven tremble

And are astonished at His rebuke.

He stilleth the sea with His power....

By His Spirit the heavens are beauty;

His hand hath pierced the gliding serpent.

Lo, these are but the outskirts of His ways:

And how small a whisper do we hear of Him!

But the thunder of His power who can understand?”
Job 26:11-14, A. R. V., margin.

“The Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm,
And the clouds are the dust of His feet.” Nahum 1:3.

“Who is like unto the Lord our God, who dwelleth on high,
Who humbleth Himself to behold the things that are in
'33

heaven, and in the earth
Psalm 113:5, 6.

“Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised;

And His greatness is unsearchable.

One generation shall laud Thy works to another,

And shall declare Thy mighty acts.

Of the glorious majesty of Thine honor,

And of Thy wondrous works, will I meditate.

And men shall speak of the might of Thy terrible acts;
And I will declare Thy greatness.

They shall utter the memory of Thy great goodness,
And shall sing of Thy righteousness....

“All Thy works shall give thanks unto Thee, O Jehovah;
And Thy saints shall bless Thee.
They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom,



And talk of Thy power;

To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts,

And the glory of the majesty of His kingdom.

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

And Thy dominion endureth throughout all generations....
My mouth shall speak the praise of Jehovah;

And let all flesh bless His holy name for ever and ever.”
Psalm 145:3-21, A. R. V.

Warnings Against Presumption

As we learn more and more of what God is, and of what we our-
selves are in His sight, we shall fear and tremble before Him.

Let men of today take warning from the fate of those who in ancient
times presumed to make free with that which God had declared sacred.
When the Israelites ventured to open the ark on its return from the land
of the Philistines, their irreverent daring was signally punished. “He
smote of the men of Beth-shemesh, because they had looked into the
ark of Jehovah, He smote of the people seventy men, and fifty thousand
men; and the people mourned, because Jehovah had smitten the people
with a great slaughter. And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who is able
to stand before Jehovah, this holy God?” 1 Samuel 6:19, 20, A. R. V.

Again, consider the judgment that fell upon Uzzah. As in David’s
reign, the ark was being carried to Jerusalem, Uzzah put forth his hand
to keep it steady. For presuming to touch the symbol of God’s presence,
he was smitten with instant death.

At the burning bush, when Moses, not recognizing God’s presence,
turned aside to behold the wonderful sight, the command was given:*

Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground.... And Moses hid his face; for he
was afraid to look upon God.” Exodus 3:5, 6.

“And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up
his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a Man over against him
with His sword drawn in His hand: and Joshua went unto Him, and said
unto Him, Art Thou for us, or for our adversaries? And He said, Nay;
but as Captain of the host of the Lord am I now come. And Joshua fell
on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto Him, What saith
my Lord unto His servant? And the Captain of the Lord’s host said unto
Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou
standest is holy. And Joshua did so.” Joshua 5:13-15.
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In the sanctuary and the temple, that were the earthly symbols of
God’s dwelling place, one apartment was sacred to His presence. The
veil inwrought with cherubim at its entrance was not to be lifted by any
hand save one. To lift that veil and intrude unbidden into the sacred
mystery of the most holy place was death. For above the mercy seat and
the bowed, worshiping angels dwelt the glory of the Holiest, glory upon
which no man might look and live. On the one day of the year appoint-
ed for ministry in the most holy place, the high priest with trembling
entered God’s presence, while clouds of incense veiled the glory from his
sight. Throughout the courts of the temple every sound was hushed. No
priests ministered at the altars. The hosts of worshipers, bowed in silent
awe, sent up their petitions for God’s mercy.

“These things happened unto them by way of example; and they
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages are
come.” 1 Corinthians 10:11, A. R. V.

“The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence before Him.”
Habakkuk 2:20.

“Jehovah reigneth; let the peoples tremble:

He sitteth above the cherubim; let the earth be moved.
Jehovah is great in Zion;

And He is high above all the peoples.

Let them praise Thy great and terrible name:

Holy is He.”

Psalm 99:1-3, A. R. V.

“The Lord’s throne is in heaven:

His eyes behold, His eyelids try, the children of men.”

“From the height of His sanctuary” “He hath looked down.”
Psalm 11:4; 102:19.

“From the place of His habitation He looketh forth

Upon all the inhabitants of the earth,

He that fashioneth the hearts of them all,

That considereth all their works.”

“Let all the earth fear Jehovah:

Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.”
Psalm 33:14, 15, 8, A. R.V.

Man cannot by searching find out God. Let none seek with pre-
sumptuous hand to lift the veil that conceals His glory. “Unsearchable
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are His judgments, and His ways past finding out!” Romans 11:33. It is
a proof of His mercy that there is the hiding of His power; for to lift the
veil that conceals the divine presence is death. No mortal mind can pen-
etrate the secrecy in which the Mighty One dwells and works. Only that
which He sees fit to reveal can we comprehend of Him. Reason must
acknowledge an authority superior to itself. Heart and intellect must bow
to the great I AM.

Christ’s Revelation of God

All that man needs to know or can know of God has been revealed
in the life and character of His Son.

“No man hath seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, which
is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.” John 1:18.

Taking humanity upon Him, Christ came to be one with humanity
and at the same time to reveal our heavenly Father to sinful human be-
ings. He was in all things made like unto His brethren. He became flesh,
even as we are. He was hungry and thirsty and weary. He was sustained
by food and refreshed by sleep. He shared the lot of men, and yet He
was the blameless Son of God. He was a stranger and sojourner on the
earth—in the world, but not of the world; tempted and tried as men and
women today are tempted and tried, yet living a life free from sin.

Tender, compassionate, sympathetic, ever considerate of others, He
represented the character of God, and was constantly engaged in service
for God and man.

“The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, ... full of grace
and truth.” Verse 14.

“Unto the men whom Thou gavest Me out of the world,” He said,
“I manifested Thy name,” “that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me
may be in them.” John 17:6, A. R. V., 26.

“Love your enemies,” He bade them; “bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of your Father which
is in heaven;” “for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.” “He
maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on
the just and on the unjust.” “Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also
is merciful.” Matthew 5:44, 45; Luke 6:35, 36.

The Glory of the Cross

The revelation of God’s love to men centers in the cross. Its full
significance tongue cannot utter; pen cannot portray; the mind of man
cannot comprehend. Looking upon the cross of Calvary we can only
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say: “God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
John 3:16.

Christ crucified for our sins, Christ risen from the dead, Christ as-
cended on high, is the science of salvation that we are to learn and to
teach.

“Who, being in the form of God, counted it not a thing to be grasped
to be on an equality with God, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a
servant, being made in the likeness of men; and being found in fashion as
a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea,
the death of the cross.” Philippians 2:6-8, R. V., margin.

“It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at
the right hand of God.” “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make
intercession for them.” Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25.

“We have not a high priest that cannot be touched with the feeling
of our infirmities; but One that hath been in all points tempted like as we
are, yet without sin.” Hebrews 4:15, A. R. V.

Here are infinite wisdom, infinite love, infinite justice, infinite mer-
cy—"“the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God.” Romans 11:33.

It is through the gift of Christ that we receive every blessing.
Through that gift there comes to us day by day the unfailing flow of Jeho-
vah’s goodness. Every flower, with its delicate tints and sweet fragrance, is
given for our enjoyment through that one Gift. The sun and moon were
made by Him; there is not a star that beautifies the heavens which He
did not make. There is not an article of food upon our tables that He has
not provided for our sustenance. The superscription of Christ is upon
it all. Everything is supplied to man through the one unspeakable Gift,
the only-begotten Son of God. He was nailed to the cross that all these
bounties might flow to God’s workmanship.

The fruit of the tree of life in the Garden of Eden possessed super-
natural virtue. To eat of it was to live forever. Its fruit was the antidote
of death. Its leaves were for the sustaining of life and immortality. But
through man’s disobedience death entered the world. Adam ate of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the fruit of which he had been
forbidden to touch. His transgression opened the floodgates of woe upon
our race.

10



After the entrance of sin the heavenly Husbandman transplanted
the tree of life to the Paradise above; but its branches hang over the wall
to the lower world. Through the redemption purchased by the blood of
Christ, we may still eat of its life-giving fruit.

Of Christ it is written: “In Him was life; and the life was the light
of men.” John 1:4. He is the Fountain of life. Obedience to Him is the
life-giving power that gladdens the soul.

Christ declares: “I am the Bread of Life: he that cometh to Me shall
never hunger; and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.” “As the
living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth
Me, even he shall live by Me.... It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh
profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and
they are life.” “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of
life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” John 6:35, 57-63;
Revelation 2:7.

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God!” 1 John 3:1.

The Knowledge that Works Transformation

The knowledge of God as revealed in Christ is the knowledge that
all who are saved must have. It is the knowledge that works transforma-
tion of character. This knowledge, received, will re-create the soul in the
image of God. It will impart to the whole being a spiritual power that is
divine.

“We all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are transformed into the same image from glory to glory.” 2
Corinthians 3:18, A. R. V.

Of His own life the Saviour said: “I have kept My Father’s com-
mandments.” “The Father hath not left Me alone; for I do always those
things that please Him.” John 15:10; 8:29. As Jesus was in human nature,
so God means His followers to be. In His strength we are to live the life
of purity and nobility which the Saviour lived.

“For this cause,” Paul says, “I bow my knees unto the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth
1s named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory,
to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man; that Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in
love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God.”
Ephesians 3:14-19.
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The Manistry of Healing, pp. 427-438
Danger in Speculative Knowledge

One of the greatest evils that attends the quest for knowledge, the
investigations of science, is the disposition to exalt human reasoning
above its true value and its proper sphere. Many attempt to judge of the
Creator and His works by their own imperfect knowledge of science.
They endeavor to determine the nature and attributes and prerogatives
of God, and indulge in speculative theories concerning the Infinite One.
Those who engage in this line of study are treading upon forbidden
ground. Their research will yield no valuable results and can be pursued
only at the peril of the soul. Our first parents were led into sin through
indulging a desire for knowledge that God had withheld from them. In
seeking to gain this knowledge, they lost all that was worth possessing. If
Adam and Eve had never touched the forbidden tree, God would have
imparted to them knowledge—knowledge upon which rested no curse
of sin, knowledge that would have brought them everlasting joy. All that
they gained by listening to the tempter was an acquaintance with sin and
its results. By their disobedience, humanity was estranged from God and
the earth was separated from heaven.

The lesson is for us. The field into which Satan led our first parents is
the same to which he is alluring men today. He is flooding the world with
pleasing fables. By every device at his command he tempts men to specu-
late in regard to God. Thus he seeks to prevent them from obtaining that
knowledge of God which is salvation.

Pantheistic Theories

Today there are coming into educational institutions and into the
churches everywhere spiritualistic teachings that undermine faith in God
and in His word. The theory that God is an essence pervading all nature
is received by many who profess to believe the Scriptures; but, however
beautifully clothed, this theory is a most dangerous deception. It misrep-
resents God and is a dishonor to His greatness and majesty. And it surely
tends not only to mislead, but to debase men. Darkness is its element,
sensuality its sphere. The result of accepting it is separation from God.
And to fallen human nature this means ruin.
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Our condition through sin is unnatural, and the power that restores
us must be supernatural, else it has no value. There is but one power that
can break the hold of evil from the hearts of men, and that is the power
of God in Jesus Christ. Only through the blood of the Crucified One is
there cleansing from sin. His grace alone can enable us to resist and sub-
due the tendencies of our fallen nature. The spiritualistic theories con-
cerning God make His grace of no effect. If God is an essence pervading
all nature, then He dwells in all men; and in order to attain holiness, man
has only to develop the power within him.

These theories, followed to their logical conclusion, sweep away
the whole Christian economy. They do away with the necessity for the
atonement and make man his own savior. These theories regarding God
make His word of no effect, and those who accept them are in great dan-
ger of being led finally to look upon the whole Bible as a fiction. They
may regard virtue as better than vice; but, having shut out God from
His rightful position of sovereignty, they place their dependence upon
human power, which, without God, is worthless. The unaided human
will has no real power to resist and overcome evil. The defenses of the
soul are broken down. Man has no barrier against sin. When once the
restraints of God’s word and His Spirit are rejected, we know not to what
depths one may sink.

“Every word of God is pure:

He i1s a shield unto them that put their trust in Him.
Add thou not unto His words,

Lest He reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”

“His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself]
And he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.”
Proverbs 30:5, 6; 5:22.

Searching Into Divine Mysteries

“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things
which are revealed belong unto us and to our children forever.” Deuter-
onomy 29:29. The revelation of Himself that God has given in His word
1s for our study. This we may seek to understand. But beyond this we are
not to penetrate. The highest intellect may tax itself until it is wearied out
in conjectures regarding the nature of God, but the effort will be fruitless.
This problem has not been given us to solve. No human mind can com-
prehend God. None are to indulge in speculation regarding His nature.
Here silence is eloquence. The Omniscient One is above discussion.
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Even the angels were not permitted to share the counsels between
the Father and the Son when the plan of salvation was laid. And human
beings are not to intrude into the secrets of the Most High. We are as
ignorant of God as little children; but, as little children, we may love and
obey Him. Instead of speculating in regard to His nature or His prerog-
atives, let us give heed to the words He has spoken:

“Canst thou by searching find out God?

Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?
It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do?
Deeper than hell; what canst thou know?

The measure thereof is longer than the earth,
And broader than the sea.”

“Where shall wisdom be found?

And where is the place of understanding?

Man knoweth not the price thereof;

Neither is it found in the land of the living.

The depth saith, It is not in me:

And the sea saith, It is not with me.

It cannot be gotten for gold,

Neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof.
It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir,
With the precious onyx, or the sapphire.

The gold and the crystal cannot equal it:

And the exchange of it shall not be for jewels of fine gold.
No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls:
For the price of wisdom is above rubies.

The topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it,
Neither shall it be valued with pure gold.
Whence then cometh wisdom?

And where is the place of understanding? ...
Destruction and death say,

We have heard the fame thereof with our ears.
God understandeth the way thereof,

And He knoweth the place of thereof.

“For He looketh to the ends of the earth,
And seeth under the whole heaven....
When He made a decree for the rain,

And a way for the lightning of the thunder:
Then did He see it, and declare it;

He prepared it, yea, and searched it out.
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And unto man He said,
Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom;
And to depart from evil is understanding.”

Job 11:7-9; 28:12-28.

Neither by searching the recesses of the earth nor in vain endeavors
to penetrate the mysteries of God’s being, is wisdom found. It is found,
rather, in humbly receiving the revelation that He has been pleased to
give, and in conforming the life to His will.

Men of the greatest intellect cannot understand the mysteries of
Jehovah as revealed in nature. Divine inspiration asks many questions
which the most profound scholar cannot answer. These questions were
not asked that we might answer them, but to call our attention to the
deep mysteries of God and to teach us that our wisdom is limited; that
in the surroundings of our daily life there are many things beyond the
comprehension of finite beings.

Skeptics refuse to believe in God because they cannot comprehend
the infinite power by which He reveals Himself. But God is to be ac-
knowledged as much from what He does not reveal of Himself, as from
that which is open to our limited comprehension. Both in divine revela-
tion and in nature, God has given mysteries to command our faith. This
must be so. We may be ever searching, ever inquiring, ever learning, and
yet there 1s an infinity beyond.

“Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of His hand,
And meted out heaven with the span,

And comprehend the dust of the earth in a measure,

And weighed the mountains in scales,

And the hills in a balance?

Who hath directed the Spirit of Jehovah,

Or being His counselor hath taught Him? ...

Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket,

And are accounted as the small dust of the balance:
Behold, He taketh up the isles as a very little thing.

And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,

Nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering.

All the nations are as nothing before Him;

They are accounted by Him as less than nothing, and vanity.
“To whom then will ye liken God?

Or what likeness will ye compare unto Him? ...

Have ye not known?

Have ye not heard?
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Hath it not been told you from the beginning?

Have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth?
It is He that sitteth above the circle of the earth,

And the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers;

That stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain,

And spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in....

To whom then will ye liken Me? ...

Saith the Holy One.

Lift up your eyes on high,

And see who hath created these,

That bringeth out their host by number;

He calleth them all by name;

By the greatness of His might, and for that He is strong in power,
Not one is lacking.

“Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel,

My way is hid from Jehovah,

And the justice due to me is passed away from my God?
Hast thou not known?

Hast thou not heard?

The everlasting God, Jehovah,

The Creator of the ends of the earth,

Fainteth not, neither is weary;

There is no searching of His understanding,”

Isaiah 40:12-28, AR.V.

From the representations given by the Holy Spirit to His prophets,
let us learn the greatness of our God. The prophet Isaiah writes:

“In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a
throne, high and lifted up; and His train filled the temple. Above Him
stood the seraphim: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his
face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And
one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts: the
whole earth is full of His glory. And the foundations of the thresholds
shook at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

“Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for
mine eyes have seen the King, Jehovah of hosts.

“Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live coal in
his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar: and he
touched my mouth with it, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and
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thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin expiated.” Isaiah 6:1-7, A.R.V,
margin.

“There 1s none like unto Thee, O Lord;

Thou art great,

And Thy name is great in might.

Who would not fear Thee, O King of nations?”
“O Lord, Thou hast searched me, and known me.
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising,
Thou understandest my thought afar off.

Thou compassest my path and my lying down,
And art acquainted with all my ways.

For there 1s not a word in my tongue,

But, lo, O Lord, Thou knowest it altogether.
Thou hast beset my behind and before,

And laid Thine hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

It is high, I cannot attain unto it.”

Jeremiah 10:6, 7; Psalm 139:1-6.

“Great is our Lord, and of great power: His understanding is in-
finite.” Psalm 147:5.

“The ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and He pon-
dereth all his goings.” Proverbs 5:21

“He revealeth the deep and secret things: He knoweth what is in the
darkness, and the light dwelleth with Him.” Daniel 2:22.

“Known unto God are all His works from the beginning of the
world.” “Who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been His
counselor? Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be recompensed
unto him again? For of Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all
things: to whom be glory forever.” Acts 15:18; Romans 11:34-36.

EEIN13

“Unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible,” “who only hath im-
mortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; whom
no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honor and power everlast-

ing.” 1 Timothy 1:17; 6:16.

“Shall not His excellency make you afraid?
And His dread fall upon you?”

“Is not God in the height of heaven?
And behold the height of the stars, how high they are!”
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“Is there any number of His armies?
And upon whom doth not His light arise?”

“Great things doeth He, which we cannot comprehend.
For He saith to the snow,

Fall thou on the earth;

Likewise to the shower of rain,

And to the showers of His mighty rain.

He sealeth up the hand of every man,

That all men whom He hath made may know it....
He spreadeth abroad the cloud of His lightning:
And 1t 1s turned round about by His guidance,

That they may do whatsoever He commandeth them
Upon the face of the habitable world;

Whether it be for correction, or for His land,

Or for loving-kindness, that He cause it to come.

“Hearken unto this:...

Stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God.

Dost thou know how God layeth His charge upon them,

And causeth the lightning of His cloud to shine?

Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds,

The wondrous works of Him who is perfect in knowledge?...
Canst thou with Him spread out the sky,

Which is strong as a molten mirror?

Teach us what we shall say unto Him;

For we cannot set our speech in order by reason of darkness....
And now men cannot look on the light when it is bright in the
skies,

“When the wind hath passed, and cleared them.
Out of the north cometh golden splendor:

God hath upon Him terrible majesty.

Touching the Almighty, we cannot find Him out:
He is excellent in power;

And in justice and plenteous righteousness. ...
Men do therefore fear Him.”

“Who is like unto the Lord our God, who dwelleth on high,
Who humbleth Himself to behold the things that are in heaven,
and in the earth!”
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“The Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm,
And the clouds are the dust of His feet.”

“Great 1s the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

And His greatness is unsearchable.

One generation shall praise Thy works to another,

And shall declare Thy mighty acts.

I will speak of the glorious honor of Thy majesty,

And of Thy wondrous works.

And men shall speak of the might of Thy terrible acts:

And I will declare Thy greatness.

They shall abundantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness,
And shall sing of Thy righteousness....

“All Thy works shall praise Thee, O Lord;

And Thy saints shall bless Thee.

They shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom,

And talk of Thy power;

To make known to the sons of men His mighty acts,

And the glorious majesty of His kingdom.

Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

And Thy dominion endureth throughout all generations....
My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord:

And let all flesh bless His holy name for ever and ever.”
Job 13:11; 22:12; Job 25:3; 37:5-24, A.R.V,, margin; Psalm
113:5, 6; Nahum 1:3; Psalm 145:3-21.

As we learn more and more of what God is, and of what we our-
selves are in His sight, we shall fear and tremble before Him. Let men of
today take warning from the fate of those who in ancient times presumed
to make free with that which God had declared sacred. When the Israel-
ites ventured to open the ark on its return from the land of the Philistines,
their irreverent daring was signally punished.

Again, consider the judgment that fell upon Uzzah. As in David’s
reign the ark was being carried to Jerusalem, Uzzah put forth his hand to
keep it steady. For presuming to touch the symbol of God’s presence, he
was smitten with instant death.

At the burning bush, when Moses, not recognizing God’s presence,
turned aside to behold the wonderful sight, the command was given:

“Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
place whereon thou standest 1s holy ground.... And Moses hid his face;
for he was afraid to look upon God.” Exodus 3:5, 6.
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“And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward Haran. And
he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the
sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his
pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep.

“And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the
top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and
descending on it. And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said,

“I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac:
the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed.... And,
behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou
goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee,
until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of.

“And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is
in this place; and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How dread-
ful 1s this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the
gate of heaven.” Genesis 28:10-17.

In the sanctuary of the wilderness tabernacle and of the temple that
were the earthly symbols of God’s dwelling place, one apartment was
sacred to His presence. The veil inwrought with cherubim at its entrance
was not to be lifted by any hand save one. To lift that veil, and intrude
unbidden into the sacred mystery of the most holy place, was death. For
above the mercy seat dwelt the glory of the Holiest-- glory upon which
no man might look and live. On the one day of the year appointed for
ministry in the most holy place, the high priest with trembling entered
God’s presence, while clouds of incense veiled the glory from his sight.
Throughout the courts of the temple every sound was hushed. No priests
ministered at the altars. The host of worshipers, bowed in silent awe,
offered their petitions for God’s mercy.

“These things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are writ-
ten for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.” 1
Corinthians 10:11.

“The Lord is in His holy temple:
Let all the earth keep silence before Him.”

“The Lord reigneth; let the people tremble:

He sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved.
The Lord is great in Zion;

And He is high above all the people.

Let them praise Thy great and terrible name;

For it is holy.”
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“The Lord’s throne is in heaven:
His eyes behold, His eyelids try, the children of men.”

“From the height of His sanctuary” “He hath looked down;”

“From the place of His habitation He looketh
Upon all the inhabitants of the earth.

He fashioneth their hearts alike;

He considereth all their works.”

“Let all the earth fear the Lord:
Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.”
Habakkuk 2:20; Psalm 99:1-3; 11:4; 102:19; 33:14, 15, 8.

Man cannot by searching find out God. Let none seek with pre-
sumptuous hand to lift the veil that conceals His glory. “Unsearchable
are His judgments, and His ways past finding out.” Romans 11:33. It is
a proof of His mercy that there is the hiding of His power; for to lift the
veil that conceals the divine presence is death. No mortal mind can pen-
etrate the secrecy in which the Mighty One dwells and works. Only that
which He sees fit to reveal can we comprehend of Him. Reason must
acknowledge an authority superior to itself. Heart and intellect must bow
to the great I AM.
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Testimontes for the Church, Vol. 8, pp. 290-304
Danger in Speculative Knowledge

False science is one of the agencies that Satan used in the heavenly
courts, and it is used by him today. The false assertions that he made to
the angels, his subtle scientific theories, seduced many of them from their
loyalty.

Having lost his place in heaven, Satan presented his temptations to
our first parents. Adam and Eve yielded to the enemy, and by their dis-
obedience humanity was estranged from God, and the earth was sepa-
rated from heaven.

If Adam and Eve had never touched the forbidden tree, the Lord
would have imparted to them knowledge, knowledge upon which rested
no curse of sin, knowledge that would have brought them everlasting joy.
All that they gained by their disobedience was an acquaintance with sin
and its results.

Last-Day Deceptions

The field into which Satan led our first parents is the same to which
he is leading men today. He is flooding the world with pleasing fables.
By every device at his command he seeks to prevent men from obtaining
that knowledge of God which is salvation.

We are living in an age of great light; but much that is called light
is opening the way for the wisdom and arts of Satan. Many things will
be presented that appear to be true, and yet they need to be carefully
considered with much prayer; for they may be specious devices of the
enemy. The path of error often appears to lie close to the path of truth.
It is hardly distinguishable from the path that leads to holiness and heav-
en. But the mind enlightened by the Holy Spirit may discern that it is
diverging from the right way. After a while the two are seen to be widely
separated.

Pantheistic Theories

Already there are coming in among our people spiritualistic teach-
ings that will undermine the faith of those who give heed to them. The
theory that God is an essence pervading all nature is one of Satan’s most
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subtle devices. It misrepresents God and is a dishonor to His greatness
and majesty.

Pantheistic theories are not sustained by the word of God. The light
of His truth shows that these theories are soul-destroying agencies. Dark-
ness is their element, sensuality their sphere. They gratify the natural
heart and give license to inclination. Separation from God is the result
of accepting them.

Our condition through sin has become preternatural, and the power
that restores us must be supernatural, else it has no value. There is but
one power that can break the hold of evil from the hearts of men, and
that is the power of God in Jesus Christ. Only through the blood of the
Crucified One is there cleansing from sin. His grace alone can enable us
to resist and subdue the tendencies of our fallen nature. This power the
spiritualistic theories concerning God make of no effect. If God is an
essence pervading all nature, then He dwells in all men; and in order to
attain holiness, man has only to develop the power that is within him.

These theories, followed to their logical conclusion, sweep away the
whole Christian economy. They do away with the necessity for the atone-
ment and make man his own savior. These theories regarding God make
His word of no effect, and those who accept them are in great danger of
being led finally to look upon the whole Bible as a fiction. They may re-
gard virtue as better than vice; but God being removed from His position
of sovereignty, they place their dependence upon human power, which,
without God, is worthless. The unaided human will has no real power to
resist and overcome evil. The defenses of the soul are broken down. Man
has no barrier against sin. When once the restraints of God’s word and
His Spirit are rejected, we know not to what depths one may sink.

Those who continue to hold these spiritualistic theories will surely
spoil their Christian experience, sever their connection with God, and
lose eternal life.

The sophistries regarding God and nature that are flooding the
world with skepticism are the inspiration of the fallen foe, who 1s himself
a Bible student, who knows the truth that it is essential for the people to
receive, and whose study it is to divert minds from the great truths given
to prepare them for what is coming upon the world.

I have seen the results of these fanciful views of God, in apostasy,
spiritualism, and free-lovism. The free love tendency of these teachings
was so concealed that at first it was difficult to make plain its real charac-
ter. Until the Lord presented it to me, I knew not what to call it, but I was
instructed to call it unholy spiritual love.
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Fanaticism After 1844

After the passing of the time in 1844, we had fanaticism of every
kind to meet. Testimonies of reproof were given me to bear to some
holding spiritualistic theories.

There were those who were active in disseminating false ideas in
regard to God. Light was given me that these men were making the truth
of no effect by their false teachings. I was instructed that they were mis-
leading souls by presenting speculative theories regarding God.

I went to the place where they were and opened before them the na-
ture of their work. The Lord gave me strength to lay plainly before them
their danger. Among other views they held that those who were once
sanctified could not sin. Their false teaching was working great harm to
themselves and to others. They were gaining a spiritualistic power over
those who could not see the evil of these beautifully clothed theories.
The doctrine that all were holy had led to the belief that the affections
of the sanctified would never lead astray. The result of this belief was the
fulfillment of the evil desires of hearts that, though professedly sanctified,
were far from purity of thought and life.

Ungodly teaching is followed by sinful practice. It is the seducing
bait of the father of lies, and results in the impenitence of self-satisfied
impurity.

This is only one of the instances in which I was called upon to re-
buke those who were presenting the doctrine of an impersonal God per-
vading all nature, and similar errors.

Past Experiences to be Repeated

The experience of the past will be repeated. In the future, Satan’s
superstitions will assume new forms. Errors will be presented in a pleas-
ing and flattering manner. False theories, clothed with garments of light,
will be presented to God’s people. Thus Satan will try to deceive, if pos-
sible, the very elect. Most seducing influences will be exerted; minds will
be hypnotized.

Corruptions of every type, similar to those existing among the ante-
diluvians, will be brought in to take minds captive.

The exaltation of nature as God, the unrestrained license of the
human will, the counsel of the ungodly—these Satan uses as agencies to
bring about certain ends. He will employ the power of mind over mind
to carry out his designs. The most sorrowful thought of all is that under
his deceptive influence men will have a form of godliness, without having
a real connection with God. Like Adam and Eve, who ate the fruit from
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the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, many are even now feeding
upon the deceptive morsels of error.

Satanic agencies are clothing false theories in an attractive garb,
even as Satan in the Garden of Eden concealed his identity from our first
parents by speaking through the serpent. These agencies are instilling
into human minds that which in reality is deadly error. The hypnotic
influence of Satan will rest upon those who turn from the plain word of
God to pleasing fables.

It is those who have had the most light that Satan most assiduously
seeks to ensnare. He knows that if he can deceive them, they will, un-
der his control, clothe sin with garments of righteousness, and lead many
astray.

I say to all: Be on your guard; for as an angel of light Satan is walk-
ing in every assembly of Christian workers, and in every church, trying to
win the members to his side. I am bidden to give to the people of God the
warning: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked.” Galatians 6:7.

Beware of a Sensational Religion

At this time we need in the cause of God spiritually minded men,
men who are firm in principle and who have a clear understanding of
the truth.

I have been instructed that it is not new and fanciful doctrines which
the people need. They do not need human suppositions. They need the
testimony of men who know and practice the truth, men who under-
stand and obey the charge given to Timothy: “Preach the word; be in-
stant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suf-
fering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from
the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things,
endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy
ministry.” 2 Timothy 4:2-5.

Walk firmly, decidedly, your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace. You may be sure that pure and undefiled religion is not
a sensational religion. God has not laid upon anyone the burden of en-
couraging an appetite for speculative doctrines and theories. My breth-
ren, keep these things out of your teaching. Do not allow them to enter
into your experience. Let not your lifework be marred by them.
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A Warning Against False Teaching

A warning against false teaching is found in Paul’s letter to the Co-
lossians. The apostle declares that the hearts of the believers are to be
“knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of un-
derstanding, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and of the
Father, and of Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. And this I say,” he continues, “lest any man should beguile
you with enticing words... . As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk ye in Him: rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in
the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.
Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ. For in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. And
ye are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and power.”
Colossians 2:2-10.

I am instructed to say to our people: Let us follow Christ. Do not
forget that He is to be our pattern in all things. We may safely discard
those ideas that are not found in His teaching. I appeal to our ministers to
be sure that their feet are placed on the platform of eternal truth. Beware
how you follow impulse, calling it the Holy Spirit. Some are in danger
in this respect. I call upon them to be sound in the faith, able to give to
everyone who asks a reason of the hope that is in them.

Diverting Minds from Present Duty

The enemy is seeking to divert the minds of our brethren and sisters
from the work of preparing a people to stand in these last days. His soph-
istries are designed to lead minds away from the perils and duties of the
hour. They estimate as nothing the light that Christ came from heaven to
give to John for His people. They teach that the scenes just before us are
not of sufficient importance to receive special attention. They make of
no effect the truth of heavenly origin and rob the people of God of their
past experience, giving them instead a false science.

“Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein.” Jeremiah 6:16.

Let none seek to tear away the foundations of our faith—the foun-
dations that were laid at the beginning of our work by prayerful study
of the word and by revelation. Upon these foundations we have been
building for the last fifty years. Men may suppose that they have found a
new way and that they can lay a stronger foundation than that which has
been laid. But this is a great deception. Other foundation can no man lay
than that which has been laid.
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In the past many have undertaken the building of a new faith, the
establishment of new principles. But how long did their building stand?
It soon fell, for it was not founded upon the Rock.

Did not the first disciples have to meet the sayings of men? Did they
not have to listen to false theories, and then, having done all, to stand
firm, saying: “Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid”? 1
Corinthians 3:11.

So we are to hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto
the end. Words of power have been sent by God and by Christ to this
people, bringing them out from the world, point by point, into the clear
light of present truth. With lips touched with holy fire, God’s servants
have proclaimed the message. The divine utterance has set its seal to the
genuineness of the truth proclaimed.

A Renewal of the Straight Testimony

The Lord calls for a renewal of the straight testimony borne in years
past. He calls for a renewal of spiritual life. The spiritual energies of
His people have long been torpid, but there is to be a resurrection from
apparent death.

By prayer and confession of sin we must clear the King’s highway.
As we do this, the power of the Spirit will come to us. We need the Pen-
tecostal energy. This will come, for the Lord has promised to send His
Spirit as the all-conquering power.

Perilous times are before us. Everyone who has a knowledge of the
truth should awake and place himself, body, soul, and spirit, under the
discipline of God. The enemy is on our track. We must be wide awake,
on our guard against him. We must put on the whole armor of God. We
must follow the directions given through the spirit of prophecy. We must
love and obey the truth for this time. This will save us from accepting
strong delusions. God has spoken to us through His word. He has spoken
to us through the testimonies to the church and through the books that
have helped to make plain our present duty and the position that we
should now occupy. The warnings that have been given, line upon line,
precept upon precept, should be heeded. If we disregard them, what
excuse can we offer?

I beseech those who are laboring for God not to accept the spurious
for the genuine. Let not human reason be placed where divine, sanctify-
ing truth should be. Christ is waiting to kindle faith and love in the hearts
of His people. Let not erroneous theories receive countenance from the
people who ought to be standing firm on the platform of eternal truth.
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God calls upon us to hold firmly to the fundamental principles that are
based upon unquestionable authority.

Seek the First Love

Into the hearts of many who have been long in the truth there has
entered a hard, judicial spirit. They are sharp, critical, faultfinding. They
have climbed upon the judgment seat to pronounce sentence upon those
who do not conform to their ideas. God calls upon them to come down
and bow before Him in repentance, confessing their sins. He says to
them: “I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do
the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.” Revelation 2:4, 5. They
are striving for the first place, and by their words and acts they make
many hearts sore.

Against this spirit, and against the false religion of sentimentalism,
which is equally dangerous, I bear my warning. Take heed, brethren and
sisters. Who is your leader—Christ or the angel that fell from heaven?
Examine yourselves and know whether you are sound in the faith.

The Word of God our Safeguard

Our watchword is to be: “To the law and to the testimony: if they
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.”
Isaiah 8:20. We have a Bible full of the most precious truth. It contains
the alpha and omega of knowledge. The Scriptures, given by inspiration
of God, are “profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, through-
ly furnished unto all good works.” 2 Timothy 3:16, 17. Take the Bible as
your study book. All can understand its instruction.

I call upon our ministers, physicians, and all church members to
study the lessons that Christ gave His disciples just before His ascension.
These lessons contain instruction that the people need.

Eternal life is obtained only by eating the flesh and drinking the
blood of the Son of God. “Verily, verily, I say unto you,” Christ declared,
“he that believeth on Me hath everlasting life... . I am the living Bread
which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live
for ever: and the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for
the life of the world... . Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood,
hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. For My flesh is
meat indeed, and My blood is drink indeed. He that eateth My flesh, and
drinketh My blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him... . It is the Spirit that
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quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life.” John 6:47-63.

Christ calls upon His people to believe and practice His word. Those
who receive and assimilate this word, making it a part of every action,
of every attribute of character, will grow strong in the strength of God.
It will be seen that their faith is of heavenly origin. They will not wander
into strange paths. Their minds will not turn to a religion of sentimen-
talism and excitement. Before angels and before men, they will stand as
those who have strong, consistent Christian characters.

In the golden censer of truth, as presented in Christ’s teachings, we
have that which will convict and convert souls. Present, in the simplicity
of Christ, the truths that He came to this world to proclaim, and the
power of your message will make itself felt. Do not present theories or
tests that Christ has never mentioned and that have no foundation in the
Bible. We have grand, solemn truths to present.”It is written” is the test
that must be brought home to every soul.

Men may still learn the things that belong to their peace. Mercy’s
voice may still be heard calling: “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you, and learn
of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.” Matthew 11:28-30.
It is only when spiritual life is given that rest is found and lasting good se-
cured. We must be able to say, in storm and tempest: “My anchor holds.”

Let us go to the word of God for guidance. Let us seek for a “Thus
saith the Lord.” We have had enough of human methods. A mind
trained only in worldly science fails to understand the things of God,;
but the same mind, converted and sanctified, will see the divine power in
the word. Only the mind and heart cleansed by the sanctification of the
Spirit can discern heavenly things.

Brethren, in the name of the Lord I call upon you to awake to your
duty. Let your hearts be yielded to the power of the Holy Spirit, and they
will be made susceptible to the teaching of the word. Then you will be
able to discern the deep things of God.

May God bring His people under the deep movings of His Spirit!
May He lead them to arouse, to see their peril, and to prepare for what
1s coming upon the carth!

Study the Revelation

To John the Lord opened the subjects that He saw would be needed
by His people in the last days. The instruction that He gave is found in
the book of Revelation. Those who would be co-workers with our Lord
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and Saviour Jesus Christ will show a deep interest in the truths found in
this book. With pen and voice they will strive to make plain the wonderful
things that Christ came from heaven to reveal.

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto Him, to show
unto His servants things which must shortly come to pass; and He sent
and signified it by His angel unto His servant John: who bare record of
the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things
that he saw. Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of
this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the
time is at hand.” Revelation 1:1-3.

The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Rev-
elation are to occupy the first place in the minds of God’s people. Noth-
ing else 1s to be allowed to engross our attention.

Precious time is rapidly passing, and there is danger that many will
be robbed of the time which should be given to the proclamation of the
messages that God has sent to a fallen world. Satan is pleased to see the
diversion of minds that should be engaged in a study of the truths which
have to do with eternal realities.

The testimony of Christ, a testimony of the most solemn character,
is to be borne to the world. All through the book of Revelation there are
the most precious, elevating promises, and there are also warnings of the
most fearfully solemn import. Will not those who profess to have a knowl-
edge of the truth read the testimony given to John by Christ? Here is no
guesswork, no scientific deception. Here are the truths that concern our
present and future welfare. What is the chaff to the wheat?

To the Church in Sardis

“Unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith He
that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works,
that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and
strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not
found thy works perfect before God. Remember therefore how thou hast
received and heard, and hold fast, and repent.

If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and
thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.

“Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their
garments; and they shall walk with Me in white: for they are worthy. He
that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will
not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name
before My Father, and before His angels. He that hath an car, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Revelation 3:1-6.
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Message to the Philadelphia Church

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things
saith He that is holy, He that is true, He that hath the key of David, He
that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth; I
know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man
can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept My word, and
hast not denied My name. Behold, I will make them of the synagogue
of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will
make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have
loved thee. Because thou hast kept the word of My patience, I also will
keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the
world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I come quickly:
hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. Him that
overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall
go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of My God, and
the name of the city of My God, which is New Jerusalem, which cometh
down out of heaven from My God: and I will write upon him My new
name.” Verses 7-12.

The Laodicean Message

“Unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things
saith the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the cre-
ation of God; I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I
would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of My mouth. Because thou
sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;
and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and
that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.

‘As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and
repent. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice,
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with Me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His
throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.” Verses 14-22.

The Lord is soon coming. The watchmen on the walls of Zion are
called upon to awake to their God-given responsibilities. God calls for
watchmen who, in the power of the Spirit, will give to the world the
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last warning message; who will proclaim the time of night. He calls for
watchmen who will arouse men and women from their lethargy, lest they
sleep the sleep of death.
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