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Manuscript 23, 1906

A God of  Knowledge

February 8, 1906
The Lord is a God of  knowledge. In His Word, He is represented 

as weighing men, their development of  character, and all their motives, 
whether they be good or evil. Hannah, the mother of  Samuel, the child 
granted her by God in answer to her earnest entreaty, said, “The Lord is 
a God of  knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed.” David declared, 
“Men of  low degree are vanity, and men of  high degree are a lie; to be 
laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity.” Isaiah says, 
“Thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of  the just.” Solomon writes, 
“All the ways of  a man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth 
the spirits.” It is for the eternal interest of  everyone to search his own 
heart and to improve every God-given faculty.

There are many important lessons for each to learn. Let all remem-
ber that there is not a motive in the heart of  any man that the Lord does 
not clearly see. The motives of  each one are weighed as carefully as if  the 
destiny of  the human agent depended upon this one result. We need a 
connection with divine power, that we may have an increase of  clear light 
and an understanding of  how to reason from cause to effect. We need to 
have the powers of  the understanding cultivated by our being partakers 
of  the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust. Let us each one consider carefully the solemn truth: God in 
heaven is true, and there is not a design however intricate, not a motive 
however carefully hidden, that He does not clearly understand. He reads 
the secret devising of  every heart. Men may plan out crooked actions 
for the future, thinking that God does not understand; but in that great 
day when the books are opened, and every man is judged by the things 
written in the books, those actions will appear as they are.

David in the Psalms writes, “O Lord, Thou hast searched me, and 
known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, and Thou 
understandest my thought afar off. Thou compassest my path and my ly-
ing down, and art acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in 
my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, Thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast beset 
me before and behind, and laid Thine hand upon me.”
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“If  I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be 
light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from Thee; but the night 
shineth as the day; the darkness and the light are both alike to Thee.”

The Lord sees and understands all dishonesty in planning, all un-
lawful appropriation in any degree of  property or means, all injustice in 
man’s dealing with his fellow men.

There are many who need now to consider the words, “TEKEL: 
Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.” God’s holy, 
everlasting, immutable law is the standard by which man is to be tried. 
This defines what we shall do and what we shall not do, saying, Thou 
shalt, and, Thou shalt not. This law is summed up in the two great prin-
ciples, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.

This means just what it says. O how few will be prepared to meet 
the law of  God in the great day of  judgment. If  the work of  individual 
preparation for which the Lord calls were carried on in the home circle 
and in the church, how much suffering, how much sin would be avoided.

“TEKEL: Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found want-
ing.” My brethren, day and night, and especially in the night season, this 
matter is presented to me: “TEKEL: Thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting.”

How do we stand before God at this time? We may be sincere, and 
yet greatly deceived. Saul of  Tarsus was sincere when he was persecuting 
the church of  Christ. “I verily thought,” he declares, “that I ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of  Jesus.” He was sincere in his igno-
rance. But after Christ had revealed Himself  to him, he declared, “What 
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubtless, 
I count all things but loss for the excellency of  the knowledge of  Christ 
Jesus my Lord.”

If  we are uncleansed by the blood of  Christ, we are altogether want-
ing. We know that there is no one, however earnestly he may be striving 
to do his best, who can say, “I have no sin.” He who would say this would 
be under a dangerous deception. “If  we say that we have no sin, we de-
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” How then can we escape the 
charge, “Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting”? We 
are to look to Christ. At infinite cost He has covenanted to be our repre-
sentative in the heavenly courts, our Advocate before God.

Weighed in the balance and found wanting. Man, weighed against 
God’s holy law, is found wanting. We are enlightened by the precepts of  
the law, but no man can by them be justified. Weighed and found want-
ing is our inscription by nature. But Christ is our Mediator, and accepting 
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Him as our Saviour, we may claim the promise, “Being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

“My little children, these things write I unto you that ye sin not. And 
if  any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and He is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of  the whole world. And hereby we do know that we 
know Him, if  we keep His commandments. He that saith, I know Him, 
and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
But whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of  God perfected; 
hereby know we that we are in Him. He that saith he abideth in Him 
ought himself  also so to walk, even as He walked.

“Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old 
commandment, which ye had from the beginning.… Again, a new com-
mandment I write unto you, which thing is true in Him and in you; 
because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth. He that saith 
he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. He 
that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of  
stumbling in him. But he that hateth his brother in darkness, and walketh 
in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness 
hath blinded his eyes.

“I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you 
for His name’s sake. I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known 
Him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye 
have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because 
ye have known the Father. I have written unto you, fathers, because ye 
have known Him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, 
young men, because ye are strong, and the word of  God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the wicked one.

“Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If  any 
man love the world, the love of  the Father is not in him. For all that is in 
the world, the lust of  the flesh, and the lust of  the eyes, and the pride of  
life, is not of  the Father, but is of  the world. And the world passeth away, 
and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of  God abideth forever.

“Little children, it is the last time; and as ye have heard that anti-
christ shall come, even now there are many antichrists; whereby we know 
that it is the last time. They went out from us, but they were not of  us; for 
if  they had been of  us, they would no doubt have continued with us; but 
they went out that they might be made manifest, that they were not all of  
us. But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things. I 
have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye 
know it, and that no lie is of  the truth.”
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How important that we, living as we are at the very close of  this 
earth’s history, shall be very careful to put away our own individual sins, 
so that we shall not grieve the heart of  Christ. Let each one, old or young, 
be faithful in dealing with himself, lest he shall stumble along in darkness, 
making grievous mistakes and thus helping others to make mistakes.

“Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ. He is 
antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the 
Son, the same hath not the Father; but he that acknowledgeth the Son 
hath the Father also. Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard 
from the beginning. If  that which ye have heard from the beginning shall 
remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son and in the Father.

“And this is the promise that He hath promised us, even eternal life. 
These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 
But the anointing which ye have received of  Him abideth in you, and ye 
need not that any man teach you; but as the same anointing teacheth you 
of  all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye 
shall abide in Him. And now, little children, abide in Him; that, when He 
shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him 
at His coming. If  ye know that He is righteous, ye know that everyone 
that doeth righteousness is born of  Him.”

A liar is one that presents false theories and doctrines. He who de-
nies the personality of  God and of  His Son Jesus Christ is denying God 
and Christ. “If  that which ye have heard from the beginning shall re-
main in you, ye also shall continue in the Son and in the Father.” If  you 
continue to believe and obey the truths you first embraced regarding the 
personality of  the Father and the Son, you will be joined together with 
them in love. There will be seen that union for which Christ prayed just 
before His trial and crucifixion:

“That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in 
Thee, that they also may be one in Us; that the world may believe that 
Thou hast sent Me. And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have given 
them; that they may be one, even as We are one; I in them, and Thou in 
Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know 
that Thou hast sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me.”

Christ is glorified in His saints. He, the propitiation for their sins, will 
be glorified in all who believe in Him as their Saviour, all who will com-
mit themselves and their interests to His guidance. They are on Christ’s 
side, known by the manifestation that Christ makes through them of  His 
power to save. They obtain victory after victory over the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. They are made perfect in their victory through Christ.

“This is My commandment, that ye love one another.… Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
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Ye are My friends, if  ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call 
you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth; but I 
have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of  My Father, I 
have made known unto you. Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should go, and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit should remain; that whatsoever ye shall ask of  the Father in My 
name, He may give it you.

“These things I command you, that ye love one another. If  the world 
hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you. If  ye were of  the 
world, the world would love his own; but because ye are not of  the world, 
but I have chosen you out of  the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than 
his lord. If  they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if  they 
have kept My saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things will 
they do unto you for My name’s sake, because they know not Him that 
sent Me.”

“These things have I spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation; but be of  good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.”
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Letter 87, 1905

Truth Must Stand

Dear Brother and Sister Haskell,—
I have just finished my dinner. This morning, for the first time in 

several weeks, I spoke to the church at the sanitarium. Of  late, I have 
not thought it advisable for me to undertake to speak, fearing that the 
exertion might unfit me for the necessary work in closing up the book 
Ministry of  Healing and the collection of  material in regard to the South-
ern field. I hope that the Ministry of  Healing and the next volume of  the 
Testimonies may soon be in circulation.

My work now is to publish plainly the light that the Lord has given 
me during the past years. In my diary are thousands of  pages of  matter, 
some of  which is personal testimony to individuals, but which may, if  ne-
cessity demands, have to be made public. I have received word that Elder 
Tenney and others have taken some of  the statements in my writings and 
are using them in such a way as to make it appear that I have advocat-
ed theories they wish to advocate—theories I have never acknowledged. 
Such a use of  the testimonies is condemned. Dr. Kellogg was reproved 
for endeavoring to make it appear that the erroneous theories taught in 
Living Temple were to be sustained by my writings.

If  isolated sentences, separated from their true setting, are taken 
from my writings and used to substantiate erroneous positions, I must 
meet this effort by publishing some things that I would prefer to with-
hold. I am weary of  trying to withstand the attempts that are being made 
to do violence to the truth that should be proclaimed at this time.

If  my words are taken by some to sustain error, I shall not be led 
into controversy, but I shall continue to set before the people the truth as 
God designs them to understand it. I shall endeavor to make my words 
so plain that they cannot be misinterpreted. The truth of  God will be 
vindicated and effect the purpose that God designed it should. The mind 
can only be freed from error when every thread is cut that binds it to the 
fallacy of  the enemy.

A great reformation is needed among the people of  God. Many sap-
less and unfruitful branches are to be removed from the parent vine. 
Everything will be shaken that can be shaken, that that which cannot be 
shaken may remain.
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The enemy has worked upon the minds of  some and has led them to 
do violence to our past experience by mingling with the truth erroneous 
and false theories. He has led ministers and teachers to weave into their 
doctrines some pleasing figures of  his own invention. Every deviation 
from the truth as we have advocated it in the past is a departure from 
truth that has been witnessed by the Holy Spirit and upon which God 
has placed His seal.

Truth must stand in its own order, linked only with truth. Unbe-
lief  disturbs the balance of  the system of  truth and tends to destroy the 
whole. The mind that cherishes sentiments that tend to destroy the foun-
dation of  the faith that has made us what we are becomes confused and 
cannot discern between truth and error.

The truths that have been substantiated by the manifest working of  
God are to stand fast. Let no one presume to move a pin or a foundation 
stone from the structure. Those who attempt to undermine the pillars 
of  our faith are among those of  whom the Bible says that “in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, 
and doctrines of  devils.”

One step from the path in which God has ordained us to walk places 
us where we are subject to the temptations of  Satan. This is represented 
in the case of  Adam and Eve. Outside of  God’s way, we may be led to 
believe a lie. But angels of  God will commune with those who obey His 
laws. Let mind and heart be united in following in the light that God has 
given. Keep soul and body pure and clean and holy. When we do those 
things that God has commanded in His Word, angels of  God will act as 
our teachers. Our happiness is dependent upon our living a righteous life.

Let not the mind be occupied with sophistry, with strained applica-
tions or misinterpretations of  the Word. Such action of  the mind leads 
into false paths. And, once started in such a path, it is often the case that 
an individual, thinking that a confession of  his sin will lower his dignity, 
goes on and on in a similar course. And the further he goes the more 
easily will he be beguiled by Satan, until it becomes for him forever too 
late for repentance and forsaking of  sin, because he would not consent to 
heed the words of  Christ.

We are subject to certain laws, even as the plants are subject to law. 
Every tree will bear its appointed fruit. Disobedience to the laws that 
govern our being result in sickness and suffering and death.

The soul is also subject to laws, and a disregard of  these laws, by the 
wresting and misinterpretation of  Scripture, will result in the sickness 
and death of  the soul. Those following in a path of  error lose from the 
heart the genuine peace of  Christ and become like the troubled sea, cast-
ing up mire and dirt.
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Spiritual life is the result of  the action of  the soul in obedience to the 
Word and in harmony with the laws of  God. Let the soul be regulated by 
the law, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind.” “This do, 
and thou shalt live.”
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Review and Herald, April 5, 1906

The Word Made Flesh

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things 
were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was 
made. In him was life; and the life was the light of  men. And the light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.… And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of  the only begotten of  the Father), full of  grace and truth.”

This chapter delineates the character and importance of  the work 
of  Christ. As one who understands his subject, John ascribes all power to 
Christ, and speaks of  his greatness and majesty. He flashes forth divine 
rays of  precious truth, as light from the sun. He presents Christ as the 
only Mediator between God and humanity.

The doctrine of  the incarnation of  Christ in human flesh is a mys-
tery, “even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from gener-
ations.” It is the great and profound mystery of  godliness. “The Word 
was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” Christ took upon himself  human 
nature, a nature inferior to his heavenly nature. Nothing so shows the 
wonderful condescension of  God as this. He “so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son.” John presents this wonderful subject with 
such simplicity that all may grasp the ideas set forth, and be enlightened.

Christ did not make believe take human nature; he did verily take 
it. He did in reality possess human nature. “As the children are partakers 
of  flesh and blood, he also himself  likewise took part of  the same.” He 
was the son of  Mary; he was of  the seed of  David according to human 
descent. He is declared to be a man, even the Man Christ Jesus. “This 
Man,” writes Paul, “was counted worthy of  more glory than Moses, in-
asmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honor than the 
house.”

Christ’s Pre-existence
But while God’s Word speaks of  the humanity of  Christ when upon 

this earth, it also speaks decidedly regarding his pre-existence. The Word 
existed as a divine being, even as the eternal Son of  God, in union and 
oneness with his Father. From everlasting he was the Mediator of  the cov-
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enant, the one in whom all nations of  the earth, both Jews and Gentiles, 
if  they accepted him, were to be blessed. “The Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.” Before men or angels were created, the Word was 
with God, and was God.

The world was made by him, “and without him was not anything 
made that was made.” If  Christ made all things, he existed before all 
things. The words spoken in regard to this are so decisive that no one 
need be left in doubt. Christ was God essentially, and in the highest sense. 
He was with God from all eternity, God over all, blessed forevermore.

The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of  God, existed from eternity, 
a distinct person, yet one with the Father. He was the surpassing glory 
of  heaven. He was the commander of  the heavenly intelligences, and 
the adoring homage of  the angels was received by him as his right. This 
was no robbery of  God. “The Lord possessed me in the beginning of  his 
way,” he declares, “before his works of  old. I was set up from everlasting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I 
was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with water. 
Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth; 
while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest 
part of  the dust of  the world. When he prepared the heavens, I was 
there: when he set a compass upon the face of  the depth.”

There are light and glory in the truth that Christ was one with the 
Father before the foundation of  the world was laid. This is the light shin-
ing in a dark place, making it resplendent with divine, original glory. This 
truth, infinitely mysterious in itself, explains other mysterious and other-
wise unexplainable truths, while it is enshrined in light, unapproachable 
and incomprehensible.

“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst 
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, 
thou art God.” “The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and 
to them which sat in the region and shadow of  death light is sprung 
up.” Here the pre-existence of  Christ and the purpose of  his manifesta-
tion to our world are presented as living beams of  light from the eternal 
throne. “Now gather thyself  in troops, O daughter of  troops: he hath 
laid siege against us: they shall smite the Judge of  Israel with a rod upon 
the cheek. But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among 
the thousands of  Judah, yet out of  thee shall he come forth unto me that 
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of  old, from 
everlasting.” “We preach Christ crucified,” declares Paul, “unto the Jews 
a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them which 
are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of  God, and the wis-
dom of  God.”
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A Mystery
That God should thus be manifest in the flesh is indeed a mystery; 

and without the help of  the Holy Spirit we can not hope to comprehend 
this subject. The most humbling lesson that man has to learn is the noth-
ingness of  human wisdom, and the folly of  trying, by his own unaided 
efforts, to find out God. He may exert his intellectual powers to the ut-
most, he may have what the world calls a superior education, yet he may 
still be ignorant in God’s eyes. The ancient philosophers boasted of  their 
wisdom; but how did it weigh in the scale with God? Solomon had great 
learning; but his wisdom was foolishness; for he did not know how to 
stand in moral independence, free from sin, in the strength of  a character 
molded after the divine similitude. Solomon has told us the result of  his 
research, his painstaking efforts, his persevering inquiry. He pronounces 
his wisdom altogether vanity.

By wisdom the world knew not God. Their estimation of  the divine 
character, their imperfect knowledge of  his attributes, did not enlarge 
and expand their mental conception. Their minds were not ennobled in 
conformity to the divine will, but they plunged into the grossest idolatry. 
“Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the 
glory of  the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” This is 
the worth of  all requirements and knowledge apart from Christ.

“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life,” Christ declares; “no one 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” Christ is invested with power to give 
life to all creatures. “As the living Father hath sent me,” he says, “and I 
live by the Father; so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.… It 
is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing; the words that 
I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” Christ is not here 
referring to his doctrine, but to his person, the divinity of  his character. 
“Verily verily, I say unto you,” he says again, “The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of  the Son of  God: and they 
that hear shall live. For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given 
to the Son to have life in himself; and hath given him authority to execute 
judgment also, because he is the Son of  man.”

The Significance of  Christ’s Birth
God and Christ knew from the beginning, of  the apostasy of  Satan 

and of  the fall of  Adam through the deceptive power of  the apostate. 
The plan of  salvation was designed to redeem the fallen race, to give 
them another trial. Christ was appointed to the office of  Mediator from 
the creation of  God, set up from everlasting to be our substitute and 
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surety. Before the world was made, it was arranged that the divinity of  
Christ should be enshrouded in humanity. “A body,” said Christ, “hast 
thou prepared me.” But he did not come in human form until the fulness 
of  time had expired. Then he came to our world, a babe in Bethlehem.

No one born into the world, not even the most gifted of  God’s chil-
dren, has ever been accorded such demonstration of  joy as greeted the 
Babe born in Bethlehem. Angels of  God sang his praises over the hills 
and plains of  Bethlehem. “Glory to God in the highest,” they sang, “and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.” O that today the human fami-
ly could recognize this song! The declaration then made, the note then 
struck, the tune then started, will swell and extend to the end of  time, and 
resound to the ends of  the earth. It is glory to God, it is peace on earth, 
good will to men. When the Sun of  Righteousness shall arise with heal-
ing in his wings, the song then started in the hills of  Bethlehem will be 
re-echoed by the voice of  a great multitude, as the voice of  many waters, 
saying, “Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”

By his obedience to all the commandments of  God, Christ wrought 
out a redemption for man. This was not done by going out of  himself  
to another, but by taking humanity into himself. Thus Christ gave to 
humanity an existence out of  himself. To bring humanity into Christ, to 
bring the fallen race into oneness with divinity, is the work of  redemp-
tion. Christ took human nature that men might be one with him as he is 
one with the Father, that God may love man as he loves his only begotten 
Son, that men may be partakers of  the divine nature, and be complete 
in him.

The Holy Spirit, which proceeds from the only begotten Son of  
God, binds the human agent, body, soul, and spirit, to the perfect, di-
vine-human nature of  Christ. This union is represented by the union 
of  the vine and the branches. Finite man is united to the manhood of  
Christ. Through faith human nature is assimilated with Christ’s nature. 
We are made one with God in Christ.
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Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 2, pp. 12-17, 49, 50

The Alpha and the Omega

“Teach the Word” Washington, D.C., July 24, 1904
To Our Leading Physicians:

Dear Fellow Workers,  I am awakened at eleven o’clock. The repre-
sentations passing before me are so vivid that I can not sleep. The word 
of  the Lord has come to me that there is a decided work to be done 
in warning our medical missionaries against the dangers and perils that 
surround them.

The Lord calls upon those connected with our sanitariums to reach 
a higher standard. No lie is of  the truth. If  we follow cunningly devised 
fables, we unite with the enemy’s forces against God and Christ. God 
calls upon those who have been wearing a yoke of  human manufacture 
to break this yoke, and no longer be the bond-servants of  men.

The battle is on. Satan and his angels are working with all deceiv-
ableness of  unrighteousness. They are untiring in their efforts to draw 
souls away from the truth, away from righteousness, to spread ruin 
throughout the universe. They work with marvelous industry to furnish a 
multitude of  deceptions to take souls captive. Their efforts are unceasing. 
The enemy is ever seeking to lead souls into infidelity and skepticism. 
He would do away with God, and with Christ, who was made flesh and 
dwelt among us, to teach us that in obedience to God’s will we may be 
victorious over sin.

Every form of  evil is waiting for an opportunity to assail us. Flattery, 
bribes, inducements, promises of  wonderful exaltation, will be most as-
siduously employed.

What are God’s servants doing to raise the barrier of  a “Thus saith 
the Lord” against this evil? The enemy’s agents are working unceasingly 
to prevail against the truth. Where are the faithful guardians of  the Lord’s 
flocks? Where are His watchmen? Are they standing on the high tower, 
giving the danger signal, or are they allowing the peril to pass unheeded? 
Where are the medical missionaries? Are they co-workers with Christ, 
wearing His yoke, or are they wearing a yoke of  human manufacture?

Satan and his angels are making every effort to obtain control of  
minds, that men may be swayed by falsehood and pleasing fables. Are 
our physicians lifting the danger signal? Are the men who have been 
placed in prominent positions in our sanitariums lifting the danger sig-
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nal? Or are many of  the watchmen asleep, while mischievous tongues 
and acute minds, sharpened by long practise in evading the truth, are 
continually at work to bring in confusion, and to carry out plans instigat-
ed by the enemy?

Please read Paul’s exhortation to the Colossians. He speaks of  his 
earnest desire that the hearts of  the believers might be “knit together 
in love, and unto all riches of  the full assurance of  understanding, to 
the acknowledgment of  the mystery of  God, and of  the Father, and of  
Christ; in whom are hid all the treasures of  wisdom and knowledge,” 
“And this I say,” he declares.” “lest any man should beguile you with 
enticing words.… As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
walk ye in Him; rooted and built up in Him, and stablished in the faith, 
as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition 
of  men, after the rudiments of  the world, and not after Christ. For in 
Him dwelleth all the fulness of  the Godhead bodily.”

Will the men in our institutions keep silent, allowing insidious fal-
lacies to be promulgated, to the ruin of  souls? The sentiments of  the 
enemy are being scattered everywhere. Seeds of  discord, of  unbelief, of  
infidelity, are being sown broadcast. Shall our medical missionaries raise 
no barrier against this evil? Is it not time that we asked ourselves, Shall 
we allow the adversary to lead us to give up the work of  proclaiming the 
truth? Shall we allow him to keep us from being channels through which 
the blessings of  the gospel, as a current of  life, shall flow to the world? Let 
every man now arouse, and work as he has opportunity. Let him speak 
words in season and out of  season, and look to Christ for encouragement 
and strength in well-doing.

The dangers coming upon us are continually increasing. It is high 
time that we put on the whole armor of  God, and work earnestly to keep 
Satan from gaining any further advantage. Angels of  God, that excel in 
strength, are waiting for us to call them to our aid, that our faith may 
not be eclipsed by the fierceness of  the conflict. Renewed energy is now 
needed. Vigilant action is called for. Indifference and sloth will result in 
the loss of  personal religion and of  heaven.

At this time the Laodicean message is to be given, to arouse a slum-
bering church. Let the thought of  the shortness of  time stimulate you to 
earnest, untiring effort. Remember that Satan has come down with great 
power, to work with all deceivableness of  unrighteousness in them that 
perish.

For years our physicians have been trained to think that they must 
not give expression to sentiments that differ from those of  their chief. 
O that they had broken the yoke! O that they had called sin by its right 
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name! Then they would not be regarded in the heavenly courts as men 
who, though bearing weighty  responsibilities, have failed of  speaking the 
truth in reproof  of  that which has been in disobedience to God’s word.

Physicians, have you been doing the Master’s business in listening 
to fanciful and spiritualistic interpretations of  the Scriptures, interpre-
tations which undermine the foundations of  our faith, and holding your 
peace? God says, “Neither will I be with you any more, unless you awake, 
and vindicate your Redeemer.”

Sophistries That Undermine the Pillars
My message to you is: No longer consent to listen without protest 

to the perversion of  truth. Unmask the pretentious sophistries which, 
if  received, will lead ministers and physicians and medical missionary 
workers to ignore the truth. Every one is now to stand on his guard. God 
calls upon men and women to take their stand under the blood-stained 
banner of  Prince Emmanuel. I have been instructed to warn our people; 
for many are in danger of  receiving theories and sophistries that under-
mine the foundation pillars of  the faith.

Sometimes our physicians talk for hours, when they are weary and 
perplexed, and in no fit condition to talk. Medical missionaries should 
refuse to hold long night sessions of  conversation. These night talks have 
been times when Satan with his seductive influence has stolen away from 
one and then another the faith once delivered to the saints. Brilliant, 
sparkling ideas often flash from a mind that is influenced by the great 
deceiver. Those who listen and acquiesce will become charmed, as Eve 
was charmed by the serpent’s words. They can not listen to charming 
philosophical speculations, and at the same time keep the word of  the 
living God clearly in mind.

Our physicians have lost a great deal out of  their lives because they 
have seen wrong transactions and heard wrong words spoken, and seen 
wrong principles  followed, and have not spoken in reproof, for fear that 
they would be repulsed.

I call upon those who have been connected with these binding influ-
ences to break the yoke to which they have long submitted, and stand as 
free men in Christ. Nothing but a determined effort will break the spell 
that is upon them.

The Alpha Now Seen
Be not deceived; many will depart from the faith, giving heed to 

seducing spirits and doctrines of  devils. We have now before us the alpha 
of  this danger. The omega will be of  a most startling nature.
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We need to study the words that Christ uttered in the prayer that He 
offered just before His trial and crucifixion. “These words spake Jesus, 
and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glo-
rify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee. As Thou hast given 
Him power over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many 
as Thou hast given Him. And this is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou has sent. I have 
glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest 
Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own self  with 
the glory which I had with Thee before the world was. I have manifested 
Thy name unto the men which Thou gavest Me out of  the world; Thine 
they were, and Thou gavest them Me; and they have kept Thy word.”

Christians to Manifest Godliness
The righteousness of  God is absolute. This righteousness character-

izes all His works, all His laws. As God is, so must His people be. The life 
of  Christ is to be revealed in the lives of  His followers. In all His public 
and private acts, in every word and deed, practical godliness was seen 
and this godliness is to be seen in the lives of  His disciples.

Those who heed the light given them will bring the virtues of  the 
character of  Christ into the daily life.  Christ did no sin, because there 
was no sin in Him. God has shown me that the lives of  believers are to 
reveal practical righteousness.

Has not God spoken in His word concerning the solemn events 
which must shortly take place? As you read these things, do you believe 
what He says? Or have you, through listening to specious philosophy, giv-
en up your faith in God? Can any power avert the punishment that must 
come upon you unless you humble your hearts before God and confess 
your sins? How is it, my brethren in the medical missionary work? Does 
not the living God speak to you from His word concerning the events that 
are taking place in fulfilment of  that word? Soon the last great reckoning 
with man will take place. Have your lives been such that you can then be 
weighed in the balances of  the sanctuary, and not be found wanting? Or 
has your faith been molded and restricted until it has become unbelief ? 
Has your obedience to men become rebellion against God? “Examine 
yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.”

“Beware” Washington, D.C., August 7, 1904
My dear Brother,

I am given a message to bear to you and the rest of  our physicians 
who are connected with the Medical Missionary Association. Separate 
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from the influence exerted by the book Living Temple; for it contains spe-
cious sentiments. There are in it sentiments that are entirely true, but 
these are mingled with error. Scriptures are taken out of  their connec-
tion, and are used to uphold erroneous theories.

The thought of  the errors contained in this book has given me great 
distress, and the experience that I have passed through in connection 
with the matter has nearly cost me my life.

It will be said that Living Temple has been revised. But the Lord has 
shown me that the writer has not changed, and that there can be no 
unity between him and the ministers of  the gospel while he continues to 
cherish his present sentiments. I am bidden to lift my voice in warning to 
our people, saying, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked.”

You have had access to Testimonies for the Church, Volumes VII and 
VIII. In these Testimonies the danger signal is raised. But the light so 
clear and plain to minds that have not been influenced by deceptive the-
ories, has not been discerned by some. While the misleading theories of  
this book are entertained by our physicians, there can not be union be-
tween them and the ministers who are bearing the gospel message. There 
should be no union until there is a change.

When medical missionaries make their practise and example har-
monize with the name they bear, when they feel their need of  uniting 
firmly with the ministers of  the gospel, then there can be harmonious 
action. But we must firmly refuse to be drawn away from the platform of  
eternal truth, which since 1844 has stood the test.

Alpha Presented in Living Temple
I am instructed to speak plainly. “Meet it,” is the word spoken to me. 

“Meet it firmly, and without delay.” But it is not to be met by our taking 
our working forces from the field to investigate doctrines and points of  
difference. We have no such investigation to make. In the book Living 
Temple there is presented the alpha of  deadly heresies. The omega will 
follow, and will be received by those who are not willing to heed the 
warning God has given.

Our physicians, upon whom important responsibilities rest, should 
have clear spiritual discernment. They are to stand constantly on guard. 
Dangers that we do not now discern will soon break upon us, and I great-
ly desire that they shall not be deceived. I have an intense longing to see 
them standing free in the Lord. I pray that they may have courage to 
stand firm for the truth as it is in Jesus, holding fast the beginning of  their 
confidence unto the end.
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Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 2, pp. 51-59 

The Foundation of  Our Faith

The Lord will put new, vital force into His work as human agencies 
obey the command to go forth and proclaim the truth. He who declared 
that His truth would shine forever will proclaim this truth through faith-
ful messengers, who will give the trumpet a certain sound. The truth will 
be criticized, scorned, and derided; but the closer it is examined and 
tested, the brighter it will shine.

As a people, we are to stand firm on the platform of  eternal truth 
that has withstood test and trial. We are to hold to the sure pillars of  our 
faith. The principles of  truth that God has revealed to us are our only 
true foundation. They have made us what we are. The lapse of  time has 
not lessened their value. It is the constant effort of  the enemy to remove 
these truths from their setting, and to put in their place spurious theories. 
He will bring in everything that he possibly can to carry out his deceptive 
designs. But the Lord will raise up men of  keen perception, who will give 
these truths their proper place in the plan of  God.

I have been instructed by the heavenly messenger that some of  the 
reasoning in the book, Living Temple, is unsound and that this reasoning 
would lead astray the minds of  those who are not thoroughly established 
on the foundation principles of  present truth. It introduces that which is 
naught but speculation in regard to the personality of  God and where 
His presence is. No one on this earth has a right to speculate on this ques-
tion. The more fanciful  theories are discussed, the less men will know of  
God and of  the truth that sanctifies the soul.

One and another come to me, asking me to explain the positions 
taken in Living Temple. I reply, “They are unexplainable.” The sentiments 
expressed do not give a true knowledge of  God. All through the book are 
passages of  scripture. These scriptures are brought in in such a way that 
error is made to appear as truth. Erroneous theories are presented in so 
pleasing a way that unless care is taken, many will be misled.

We need not the mysticism that is in this book. Those who entertain 
these sophistries will soon find themselves in a position where the enemy 
can talk with them, and lead them away from God. It is represented to 
me that the writer of  this book is on a false track. He has lost sight of  
the distinguishing truths for this time. He knows not whither his steps 
are tending. The track of  truth lies close beside the track of  error, and 
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both tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not worked by the 
Holy Spirit, and which, therefore, are not quick to discern the difference 
between truth and error.

A View of  Approaching Danger
About the time that Living Temple was published, there passed before 

me in the night season, representations indicating that some danger was 
approaching, and that I must prepare for it by writing out the things God 
has revealed to me regarding the foundation principles of  our faith.

A copy of  Living Temple was sent me, but it remained in my library, 
unread. From the light given me by the Lord, I knew that some of  the 
sentiments advocated in the book, did not bear the endorsement of  God, 
and that they were a snare that the enemy had prepared for the last days. 
I thought that this would surely be discerned, and that it would not be 
necessary for me to say anything about it.

In the controversy that arose among our brethren regarding the 
teachings of  this book, those in favor of  giving it a wide circulation de-
clared: “It contains the very sentiments that Sister White has been teach-
ing.” This assertion struck right to my heart. I felt heart-broken; for I 
knew that this representation of  the matter was not true.

Finally my son said to me, “Mother, you ought to read at least some 
parts of  the book, that you may see whether they are in harmony with 
the light that God has given you.” He sat down beside me, and together 
we read the preface, and most of  the first chapter, and also paragraphs 
in other chapters. As we read, I recognized the very sentiments against 
which I had been bidden to speak in warning during the early days of  my 
public labors. When I first left the State of  Maine, it was to go through 
Vermont and Massachusetts, to bear a testimony against these senti-
ments. Living Temple contains the alpha of  these theories. I knew that 
the omega would follow in a little while; and I trembled for our people. I 
knew that I must warn our brethren and sisters not to enter into contro-
versy over the presence and personality of  God. The statements made in 
Living Temple in regard to this point are incorrect. The scripture used to 
substantiate the doctrine there set forth, is scripture misapplied.

I am compelled to speak in denial of  the claim that the teachings of  
Living Temple can be sustained by statements from my writings. There 
may be in this book expressions and sentiments that are in harmony with 
my writings. And there may be in my writings many statements which, 
taken from their connection, and interpreted according to the mind of  
the writer of  Living Temple, would seem to be in harmony with the teach-
ings of  this book. This may give apparent support to the assertion that 
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the  sentiments in Living Temple are in harmony with my writings. But 
God forbid that this sentiment should prevail.

Few can discern the result of  entertaining the sophistries advocated 
by some at this time. But the Lord has lifted the curtain, and has shown 
me the result that would follow. The spiritualistic theories regarding the 
personality of  God, followed to their logical conclusion, sweep away the 
whole Christian economy. They estimate as nothing the light that Christ 
came from heaven to give John to give to His people. They teach that the 
scenes just before us are not of  sufficient importance to be given special 
attention. They make of  no effect the truth of  heavenly origin, and rob 
the people of  God of  their past experience, giving them instead a false 
science.

In a vision of  the night I was shown distinctly that these sentiments 
have been looked upon by some as the grand truths that are to be brought 
in and made prominent at the present time. I was shown a platform, 
braced by solid timbers,—the truths of  the Word of  God. Some one high 
in responsibility in the medical work was directing this man and that man 
to loosen the timbers supporting this platform. Then I heard a voice say-
ing, “Where are the watchmen that ought to be standing on the walls of  
Zion? Are they asleep? This foundation was built by the Master-worker, 
and will stand storm and tempest. Will they permit this man to present 
doctrines that deny the past experience of  the people of  God? The time 
has come to take decided action.”

The enemy of  souls has sought to bring in the supposition that a 
great reformation was to take place among Seventh-day Adventists, and 
that this reformation would consist in giving up the doctrines which stand 
as the pillars of  our faith, and engaging in a process of  reorganization. 
Were this reformation to  take place, what would result? The principles 
of  truth that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant church, would 
be discarded. Our religion would be changed. The fundamental prin-
ciples that have sustained the work for the last fifty years would be ac-
counted as error. A new organization would be established. Books of  a 
new order would be written. A system of  intellectual philosophy would 
be introduced. The founders of  this system would go into the cities, and 
do a wonderful work. The Sabbath, of  course, would be lightly regarded, 
as also the God who created it. Nothing would be allowed to stand in the 
way of  the new movement. The leaders would teach that virtue is better 
than vice, but God being removed, they would place their dependence 
on human power, which, without God, is worthless. Their foundation 
would be built on the sand, and storm and tempest would sweep away 
the structure.
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Who has authority to begin such a movement? We have our Bibles. 
We have our experience, attested to by the miraculous working of  the 
Holy Spirit. We have a truth that admits of  no compromise. Shall we not 
repudiate everything that is not in harmony with this truth?

I hesitated and delayed about the sending out of  that which the Spir-
it of  the Lord impelled me to write. I did not want to be compelled to 
present the misleading influence of  these sophistries. But in the provi-
dence of  God, the errors that have been coming in must be met.

An Iceberg! “Meet It”
Shortly before I sent out the testimonies regarding the efforts of  the 

enemy to undermine the foundation of  our faith through the dissem-
ination of  seductive theories, I had read an incident about a ship in a 
fog meeting an iceberg. For several nights I slept but little. I seemed to 
be bowed down as a cart beneath sheaves. One night a scene was clear-
ly presented  before me. A vessel was upon the waters, in a heavy fog. 
Suddenly the lookout cried, “Iceberg just ahead!” There, towering high 
above the ship, was a gigantic iceberg. An authoritative voice cried out, 
“Meet it!” There was not a moment’s hesitation. It was a time for instant 
action. The engineer put on full steam, and the man at the wheel steered 
the ship straight into the iceberg. With a crash she struck the ice. There 
was a fearful shock, and the iceberg broke into many pieces, falling with 
a noise like thunder to the deck. The passengers were violently shaken by 
the force of  the collision, but no lives were lost. The vessel was injured, 
but not beyond repair. She rebounded from the contact, trembling from 
stem to stern, like a living creature. Then she moved forward on her way.

Well I knew the meaning of  this representation. I had my orders. I 
had heard the words, like a voice from our Captain, “Meet it!” I knew 
what my duty was, and that there was not a moment to lose. The time 
for decided action had come. I must without delay obey the command, 
“Meet it!”

That night I was up at one o’clock, writing as fast as my hand could 
pass over the paper. For the next few days I worked early and late, pre-
paring for our people the instruction given me regarding the errors that 
were coming in among us.

I have been hoping that there would be a thorough reformation, and 
that the principles for which we fought in the early days, and which were 
brought out in the power of  the Holy Spirit, would be maintained.
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The Firm Foundation of  Our Faith
Many of  our people do not realize how firmly the foundation of  

our faith has been laid. My husband, Elder Joseph Bates, Father Pierce, 
Elder Edson, and others who were keen, noble, and true, were among 
those who, after the passing of  the time in 1844,  searched for the truth 
as for hidden treasure. I met with them, and we studied and prayed ear-
nestly. Often we remained together until late at night, and sometimes 
through the entire night, praying for light and studying the word. Again 
and again these brethren came together to study the Bible, in order that 
they might know its meaning, and be prepared to teach it with power. 
When they came to the point in their study where they said, “We can do 
nothing more,” the Spirit of  the Lord would come upon me, I would be 
taken off in vision, and a clear explanation of  the passages we had been 
studying would be given me, with instruction as to how we were to labor 
and teach effectively. Thus light was given that helped us to understand 
the scriptures in regard to Christ, His mission, and His priesthood. A line 
of  truth extending from that time to the time when we shall enter the city 
of  God, was made plain to me, and I gave to others the instruction that 
the Lord had given me.

During this whole time I could not understand the reasoning of  the 
brethren. My mind was locked, as it were, and I could not comprehend 
the meaning of  the scriptures we were studying. This was one of  the 
greatest sorrows of  my life. I was in this condition of  mind until all the 
principal points of  our faith were made clear to our minds, in harmony 
with the word of  God. The brethren knew that when not in vision, I 
could not understand these matters, and they accepted as light direct 
from heaven the revelations given.

For two or three years my mind continued to be locked to an under-
standing of  the Scriptures. In the course of  our labors, my husband and 
I visited Father Andrews, who was suffering intensely with inflammatory 
rheumatism. We prayed for him. I laid my hands on his head, and said, 
“Father Andrews, the Lord Jesus maketh thee whole.” He was healed 
instantly. He got up, and walked about the room, praising God, and say-
ing, “I never saw it on this wise before. Angels of  God are in this room.” 
The glory of  the Lord was revealed. Light seemed to shine all through 
the house, and an angel’s hand was laid upon my head. From that time 
to this I have been able to understand the word of  God.

What influence is it that would lead men at this stage of  our history 
to work in an underhanded, powerful way to tear down the foundation 
of  our faith,—the foundation that was laid at the beginning of  our work 
by prayerful study of  the word and by revelation? Upon this foundation 
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we have been building for the past fifty years. Do you wonder that when 
I see the beginning of  a work that would remove some of  the pillars of  
our faith, I have something to say? I must obey the command, “Meet it!”

I have the tenderest feelings toward Dr. Kellogg. For many years I 
have tried to hold fast to him. God’s word to me has always been, “You 
can help him.” Sometimes I am awakened in the night, and, rising, I 
walk the room, praying: “O Lord, hold Dr. Kellogg fast. Do not let him 
go. Keep him steadfast. Anoint his eyes with the heavenly eyesalve, that 
he may see all things clearly.” Night after night I have lain awake, study-
ing how I could help him. Earnestly and often I have prayed that the 
Lord may not permit him to turn away from sanctifying truth. This is 
the burden that weighs me down,—the desire that he shall be kept from 
making mistakes that would hurt his soul and injure the cause of  present 
truth. But for some time his actions have revealed that a strange spirit is 
controlling him. The Lord will take this matter in His own hands. I must 
bear the messages of  warning that God gives me to bear, and then leave 
with the Lord the results. I  must now present the matter in all its bear-
ings; for the people of  God must not be despoiled.

We are God’s commandment-keeping people. For the past fifty years 
every phase of  heresy has been brought to bear upon us, to becloud 
our minds regarding the teaching of  the word,—especially concerning 
the ministration of  Christ in the heavenly sanctuary, and the message of  
heaven for these last days, as given by the angels of  the fourteenth chap-
ter of  Revelation. Messages of  every order and kind have been urged 
upon Seventh-day Adventists, to take the place of  the truth which, point 
by point, has been sought out by prayerful study, and testified to by the 
miracle-working power of  the Lord. But the waymarks which have made 
us what we are, are to be preserved, and they will be preserved, as God 
has signified through His word and the testimony of  His Spirit. He calls 
upon us to hold firmly, with the grip of  faith, to the fundamental princi-
ples that are based upon unquestionable authority.
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Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 7, pp. 60-64

Come Out and Be Separate 

Sanitarium, Cal., November, 1905.—I have not been able to sleep 
during the past night. Letters have come to me with statements made by 
men who claimed to have asked Dr. Kellogg if  he believes the testimo-
nies that Sister White bears. He declares that he does, but he does not. 
He sent a sensible letter to me while I was at Melrose, Mass., saying, “I 
have surrendered.” But he has not spoken or acted as a man who has 
surrendered. He has felt bitterness of  soul against the Lord’s appointed 
agencies who have occupied the position of  president of  the General 
Conference. He has hated them. Has he surrendered that gall of  bit-
terness? The Lord will  not accept anything that he affirms which is false.

The whole of  the matter is not revealed. I have been waiting to see 
the least evidence of  surrender. The word of  the Lord to me is, “He is 
only gathering his forces for another display to magnify himself. The 
ministers of  God are being drawn in and deceived by his science. He is 
doing all in his power to create a division between the medical work and 
the ministry of  the word. He has his messenger going forth to test the 
pulse of  God’s people, and please him by disparaging the strength of  the 
ministerial force.”

This large work and its sure results are plainly presented to me. I 
am so sorry that sensible men do not discern the trail of  the serpent. I 
call it thus; for thus the Lord pronounces it. Wherein are those who are 
designated as departing from the faith and giving heed to seducing spirits 
and doctrines of  devils, departing from the faith which they have held 
sacred for the past fifty years? I leave that for the ones to answer who 
sustain those who develop such acuteness in their plans for spoiling and 
hindering the work of  God.

If  —— had come into line, the work of  God would have been years 
in advance of  what it now is. He would have connected himself  with the 
Lord, and Christ would have worked through him.

The Lord would now have a straight-forward, decided testimony 
borne regarding every point of  present truth. We are a denominated 
people, and we are not to yield up our faith to the science of  human 
sophistry.

November, 1905.—I slept well during the past night, from seven 
o’clock until half-past two. It is the Sabbath of  the Lord, and I shall 



27

speak in the church at St. Helena this morning. My health is very good. 
I attend to my writings continuously, that everything may be in readiness 
if  I should be taken away at a moment’s notice. I do not regard that time 
with any fear or distrust. I am heeding to the best of  my knowledge the 
message that Christ came from heaven to give John, as recorded in the 
first, second, and third chapters of  Revelation.

“But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have 
not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of  Satan, as 
they speak; I will put upon you none other burden. But that which ye 
already have hold fast till I come. And he that overcometh, and keepeth 
My works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: and he 
shall rule them with a rod of  iron; as the vessels of  a potter shall they be 
broken to shivers: even as I received of  My Father. And I will give him 
the morning star. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches.”

I am instructed to say, The sentiments of  those who are searching 
for advanced scientific ideas are not to be trusted. Such representations 
as the following are made: “The Father is as the light invisible; the Son is 
as the light embodied; the Spirit is the light shed abroad.” “The Father 
is like the dew, invisible vapor; the Son is like the dew gathered in beau-
teous form; the Spirit is like the dew fallen to the seat of  life.” Another 
representation: “The Father is like the invisible vapor; the Son is like the 
leaden cloud; the Spirit is rain fallen and working in refreshing power.”

All these spiritualistic representations are simply nothingness. They 
are imperfect, untrue. They weaken and diminish the Majesty which no 
earthly likeness can be compared to. God can not be compared with the 
things His hands have made. These are mere earthly things, suffering 
under the curse of  God because of  the sins of  man. The Father can not 
be described by the things of  earth. The Father is all the fulness of  the 
Godhead bodily, and is invisible to mortal sight.

The Son is all the fulness of  the Godhead manifested. The Word 
of  God declares Him to be “the express image of  His person.” “God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Here is shown 
the personality of  the Father.

The Comforter that Christ promised to send after He ascended to 
heaven, is the Spirit in all the fulness of  the Godhead, making manifest 
the power of  divine grace to all who receive and believe in Christ as a 
personal Saviour. There are three living persons of  the heavenly trio; 
in the name of  these three great powers—the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit—those who receive Christ by living faith are baptized, and 
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these powers will co-operate with the obedient subjects of  heaven in their 
efforts to live the new life in Christ.…

There will have to be a second conversion in the hearts of  some of  
our leading medical fraternity, and a cutting away from the men who are 
trying to guide the medical ship into the harbor, else they themselves will 
never reach the haven of  rest. Christ calls, Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate.

I write this because any moment my life may be ended. Unless there 
is a breaking away from the influence that Satan has prepared, and a 
reviving of  the testimonies that God has given, souls will perish in their 
delusion. They will accept fallacy after fallacy, and will thus keep up a 
disunion that will always exist until those who have been deceived take 
their stand on the right platform. All this higher education that is being 
planned will be extinguished; for it is spurious. The more simple the edu-
cation of  our workers, the less connection they have with the men whom 
God is not leading, the more will be accomplished. Work will be done in 
the simplicity of  true godliness, and the old, old times will be back  when, 
under the Holy Spirit’s guidance, thousands were converted in a day. 
When the truth in its simplicity is lived in every place, then God will work 
through His angels as He worked on the day of  Pentecost, and hearts will 
be changed so decidedly that there will be a manifestation of  the influ-
ence of  genuine truth, as is represented in the descent of  the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit never has, and never will in the future, divorce the 
medical missionary work from the gospel ministry. They can not be di-
vorced. Bound up with Jesus Christ, the ministry of  the word and the 
healing of  the sick are one.

The fifty-eighth chapter of  Isaiah contains instruction for today. 
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show My peo-
ple their transgression, and the house of  Jacob their sin.” God does not 
accept Dr. Kellogg as His laborer, unless he will now break with Satan. 
The work would not have been hindered as it has been for the past sever-
al years if  Dr. Kellogg were a converted man. “Come,” I call, “come ye 
out and be separate from him and his associates whom he has leavened.” 
I am now giving the message God has given me, to give to all who claim 
to believe the truth: “Come out from among them, and be ye separate,” 
else their sin in justifying wrongs and framing deceits will continue to be 
the ruin of  souls. We can not afford to be on the wrong side. We can not 
afford to cover the truth with scientific problems. We urge that decided 
changes be made, and no more stumbling-blocks be placed before the 
feet of  the people of  God. Let every soul put on the gospel shoes. Let 
every soul pray and work, placing their feet upon the foundation Christ 
laid in giving His life for the life of  the world.
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Letter 7, 1891

The Importance of  Unity

Petoskey, Michigan, June 11, 1891
Bro. Chapman,

I have received yours dated June 3. In this letter you speak in these 
words: “Elder Robinson does not wish me to leave, but urges that I en-
ter the canvassing field until such time as the conference can afford to 
employ me in some other capacity, but states positively that I cannot be 
sent out to present the truth to others until some points held by me are 
changed or modified, in order that the views regarded by us as a people 
should be properly set forth. He quotes as a sample, ‘my idea in refer-
ence to the Holy Ghost not being the Spirit of  God, which is Christ, but 
the angel Gabriel, and my belief  that the 144,000 will be Jews who will 
acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah.’ On all fundamental points I am in 
perfect harmony with our people; but when I try to show what seems to 
me to be new light on the truth those in authority, none of  whom have 
seemingly ever made a personal investigation of  the matter, refuse to look 
into the Bible, but brand me as ‘a fellow with queer ideas of  the Bible.’”

My brother, you have asked me candidly for advice. Please read with 
attention John 17:17-27. I quote verses 20 to 23: “Neither pray I for these 
alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word, 
that they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 
And the glory which thou gavest me, I have given them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me 
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”

It is your privilege and your duty to seek for this oneness, this unity, 
and thus answer the prayer of  Christ. This prayer is full of  instruction 
and consolation. As our Intercessor in heaven, Christ is ever working for 
the unity of  His people. In order to be in harmony with heaven, we must 
seek to be one in faith and in practice.

Our Lord especially prayed that His disciples might be united in 
the closest bonds of  Christian fellowship and love, as one body, under 
one supreme Head. This only will exist in proportion to the degree of  
their illumination and sanctification. The more fully they received the 
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enlightenment of  the divine Spirit, the more nearly will they harmonize 
in their understanding of  what is truth. The more closely they are unit-
ed in judgment, the more confidence they have in one another. They 
are blessed with peace and harmony, believing and speaking the same 
things, “with one heart and one mouth glorifying God.” Their love, their 
Christian unity, is an evidence to the world that God has sent Jesus to 
save sinners, and with convicting power it testifies that the Word of  God 
is the safe rule of  life.

The differences that now exist among Christians did not exist in the 
days of  Christ or His apostles. When the gospel was preached after the 
resurrection and ascension of  Christ, union prevailed; the believers were 
all of  one heart and one mind. For a short time there was a difference 
of  understanding in regard to circumcision, as to whether admission to 
the church should be granted to the uncircumcised Gentiles; but this 
matter was soon settled, and through the divine illumination and sanc-
tification of  the Spirit the believers were perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. This was and always will be the 
fruit that is borne under the influence of  the Holy Spirit.

Brethren should not feel that it is a virtue to stand apart because they 
do not see all minor points in exactly the same light. If  on fundamental 
truths they are at agreement, they should not differ and dispute about 
matters of  little real importance. To dwell on perplexing questions that 
after all are of  no vital importance, has a direct tendency to call the mind 
away from truths which are vital to the saving of  the soul.

Brethren should be very modest in urging these side issues which 
often they do not themselves understand, points that they do not know to 
be truth and that it is not essential to their salvation to know. When there 
is difference of  opinion on such points, the less prominence you give to 
them, the better it will be for your own spirituality and for the peace and 
unity that Christ prayed might exist among brethren.

Unbelievers are critical, and they want to frame some excuse for not 
receiving the truth as it is in Jesus. Where these differences exist among 
us, those who stand outside will say, “It will be time enough for us to 
believe as you do when you can agree among yourselves as to what con-
stitutes truth.” The ungodly take advantage of  the divisions and contro-
versies among Christians.

There are among us more who are merely nominal Christians than 
many suppose. These are not connected with Christ, are not one with 
Him, and therefore do not feel that it is incumbent on them to answer 
the prayer of  Christ that His followers may be one. But some who are 
real believers catch the spirit of  contention. Some are ever seeking to 
be original, to bring out something new and startling, and they do not 
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realize as they should the importance of  preserving the unity of  the faith 
in the bonds of  love.

Christians are to be made complete in the one body—in Christ; and 
through Christ they are one with the Father. What is the result? They 
give evidence that they have not followed cunningly devised fables but 
the sure word of  prophecy. By their words and actions, all men will take 
knowledge of  them, that they have been with Jesus and learned of  Him. 
They are a holy, happy people, the objects of  Christ’s divine love.

“I in them and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one: 
and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them as thou hast loved me.” “And I have declared unto them thy name, 
and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in 
them, and I in them.” With what earnest effort should we seek for unity, 
for oneness. The church is to be perfected through sufferings after the 
example of  Christ. Being conformed to His image, we shall be one with 
Him.

We are to pray for divine enlightenment, but at the same time we 
should be careful how we receive everything termed new light. We must 
beware lest, under cover of  searching for new truth, Satan shall divert 
our minds from Christ and the special truths for this time. I have been 
shown that it is the device of  the enemy to lead minds to dwell upon 
some obscure or unimportant point, something that is not fully revealed 
or is not essential to our salvation. This is made the absorbing theme, the 
“present truth,” when all their investigations and suppositions only serve 
to make matters more obscure than before and to confuse the minds of  
some who ought to be seeking for oneness through sanctification of  the 
truth.

Your ideas of  the two subjects you mention do not harmonize with 
the light which God has given me. The nature of  the Holy Spirit is a 
mystery; it is not clearly revealed, and you will never be able to explain 
it to others, because the Lord has not revealed it to you. You may gather 
together scriptures and put your construction upon them, but the appli-
cation is not correct. The expositions by which you sustain your position 
are not sound. You may lead some to accept your explanations, but you 
do them no good, nor are they, through accepting your views, enabled to 
do others good.

It is not essential for you to know and be able to define just what the 
Holy Spirit is. Christ tells us that the Holy Spirit is the Comforter, and 
the Comforter is the Holy Ghost, “the Spirit of  truth, which the Father 
shall send in my name.” “I will pray the Father, and he shall send you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever, even the Spirit of  
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
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knoweth him; but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you.” This refers to the omnipresence of  the Spirit of  Christ, called the 
Comforter. Again Jesus says, “I have many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now. Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of  truth is come, he 
will guide you into all truth.”

There are many mysteries which I do not seek to understand or to 
explain; they are too high for me, and too high for you. On some of  these 
points, silence is golden. Piety, devotion, sanctification of  soul, body, and 
spirit—this is essential for us all. “This is life eternal, that they might 
know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 
“This is the will of  him that sent me, that every one that seeth the Son, 
and believeth on him, may have everlasting life.”

I hope that you will seek to be in harmony with the body. I have been 
shown that you would not exert a saving influence in teaching the truth 
because your mind is restless, and unless you drank deeper of  the Foun-
tain of  Life, you would make the mistake that many others have made, 
of  thinking that you have new light, when it is only a new phase of  error. 

You need to come into harmony with your brethren. You may take 
certain views of  Scripture, and searching the Bible in the light of  your 
ideas, may gather together a large number of  texts and claim that they 
mean this and that, and call for any one to prove to you that your views 
are incorrect. But what influence could any one have upon your mind, 
when he takes the same scriptures and interprets and applies them differ-
ently? Both of  you claim to found your views on the Bible.

It is your duty to come as near to the people as you can and not to 
get as far away from them as possible and by your interpretation make a 
difference that should not exist. Here is your danger: of  diverting minds 
from the real issues for this time, and you are not the only one who seems 
to be moved with ambition in this direction. It would not be right or 
prudent to send you out as a worker to promulgate your peculiar ideas 
and thus cause division; we have plenty of  this now. We want men of  
solid experience who will anchor minds and not send them adrift without 
chart or compass.

Now, my brother, it is truth that we want and must have, but do not 
introduce error as new truth. I would be glad to write further on this 
point, but must drop the subject now. God wants us to be a unit.
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